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USA

Poland

Brazil

Spain

Mexico

UK

Chile

Portugal

Argentina

Uruguay

Schools

Parents

Banks

Specialist organisations

Q: To what extent, if at all, do you think that each of the 
following should be responsible for ensuring that children 
today receive financial education?
Base: 19,906 online adults interviewed in ten countries 
25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain and Poland; 18-75 
in the US; 18-65 in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and 
Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the mean score across 
all ten countries (not accounting for population size)
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Key stats across ten markets 
•	� Schools are parents are seen as key 
deliverers of financial education, over 
charities or businesses. Respondents think 
that schools (91%) and parents (91%) should 
be responsible for ensuring that children 
today receive financial education.

•	� Financial education ranked as the second 
most important subject the public would like 
to be taught in schools, beating traditional 
subjects such as history and science.

•	� However, this is not currently typically 
being delivered. 84% of those who do not 
remember receiving financial education at 
school said that they wish that they had 
been taught it. 

•	� There is still appetite for financial education 
courses among adults. 73% of Spaniards said 
they would like to take a financial education 
course, rising to 86% in 25–34-year-olds.

•	� Banks have a role to play in supporting 
delivery of these courses. 80% of 
Americans and 91% of Argentinians said 
that banks have a role to play in providing 
financial education.

Financial education needs to be delivered by 
different organisations for people at different 
stages of life, primarily depending on age and 
employment status. For example, workplaces may 
provide financial education to employees, which 
in turn can lead to improved financial health and 
positively impact job satisfaction and morale. In a 
similar vein, councils and local governments can 
provide courses for adults out of work. 

Receiving financial education this way is a lottery, 
not a universal experience. To overcome this, the 
most effective way to deliver financial education 
to all members of society is to use schools as a 
vehicle to engage children and parents in the topic 
‘at scale’. Schools, as opposed to charities or other 
private providers, are able to reach the highest 
number of and the most diverse range of people. 
As money habits start to form between the 
ages of 3 and 7, this also works to build financial 
literacy from their inception.

Globally there was a consensus that schools 
and parents are equally responsible for 
ensuring that children today receive financial 
education, with 91% of respondents agreeing 
with this division of accountability. These 
figures rose to as high as 95% in the USA. 
When asked whether Government should 
be involved in ensuring that children receive 
financial education, 97% of people agreed that 
they should be playing a role in this space.

People also agreed that banks (71%) and 
specialist organisations (64%) have a role 
to play. We asked separately in Argentina 
whether respondents would find it useful 
if a bank offered financial education, and 
91% agreed that it would be. Four fifths of 
Americans also said it was important that 
their bank provides financial education.

HOW DO THE PUBLIC WANT 
FINANCIAL EDUCATION TO 
BE DELIVERED?

Chapter 3

“�THE MORE YOU LEARN, THE MORE YOU EARN.” – WARREN BUFFETT



Educar para Prosperar Brazil
Educar para Prosperar (educate to 
prosper) is an initiative that aims 
to contribute to the strengthening 
of individual micro-entrepreneurs 
and small businesses through 
dialogues on education and financial 
management. The program seeks to 
provide tools and practical knowledge 
that help these entrepreneurs 
deal with the daily challenges of 
their activities, improving financial 
control and strategic decision-
making, enhancing their financial 
management skills, strengthening 
the sustainability of their businesses, 
and promoting greater economic 
inclusion. The lectures are often 
aimed at people in situations of 
social vulnerability, with limited 
access to educational content on this 
subject. In 2024, more than 8K people 
participated in the meetings.

The Numbers Game in 
partnership with Twinkl UK
Santander and Twinkl Educational 
Publishing have partnered to provide 
free educational tools to over 8,300 
(25%) schools across the country 
through The Numbers Game by 
Santander programme. Since 2022, 
The Numbers Game by Santander has 
been used by over 100,000 educators 
and over 2.5 million 5 to 16-year-
olds. Through The Numbers Game 
by Santander, we offer 100s of free 
resources, tailored to curriculum key 
stages, covering topics such as money 
management, budgeting, financial 
wellbeing, digital currencies, and 
where money comes from. 

Proyecto de Curso Chile
"Proyecto de Curso" is an educational 
initiative by Santander Chile and Elige 
Educar aimed at promoting financial 
literacy among high school students. 
Developed by teachers for teachers, 
the program engages students in 
real-life projects—such as planning 
and budgeting for study trips—to 
teach responsible financial decision-
making. Piloted with 22 educators 
and 700 students across the country, 
the initiative empowers youth with 
practical tools for saving, budgeting, 
and informed spending, fostering 
lifelong financial skills and inclusion.

Financial Education 
and Gambling Argentina
In Argentina, we continue our alliance 
with Fundación Padres to tackle 
digital gambling addictions and online 
gambling among young people from 
the perspective of financial education. 
We offer talks in educational 
institutions and our offices together 
with the Financial Educators Network 
with the bank's volunteers, free 
on-demand content on Santander's 
website, research, streamings with 
professionals, materials for families 
and the educational community, 
among other actions, to bring tools 
and thus help teachers, parents and 
young people in these emerging 
problems that affect the financial 
health of the new generations.

Financial Health Digital 
Courses and in-person 
resources Mexico
In Mexico, the bank offers a digital 
course on financial health, with 
curricular value that leverages tools 
such as artificial intelligence and 
diagnostic assessments to provide 
personalised recommendations, 
helping participants improve their 
relationship with money and financial 
products. As in the UK, Santander 
also partnered with Twinkl to create 
and offer a wide range of resources 
that teachers can use when covering 
financial education related topics 
with their students. Furthermore, 
Santander Mexico has also developed 
its own content, from educational 
booklets to a videogame format to 
provide financial education to children 
as part of its financial inclusion 
initiative Tuiio. Working alongside 
universities, it provides financial 
education content and webinars to 
students that are about to begin 
interacting with the financial system.

Finansiaki Poland
Since 2016 Santander Bank 
Polska has run the proprietary 
project "Finansiaki", which aims to 
support parents and teachers to 
teach children about finance and 
entrepreneurship by providing 
them with relevant materials. The 
programme is complemented by 
classes in kindergartens and schools 
conducted by bank employees as 
part of our corporate volunteering 
activities where there were 1,836 
participants in 2024.

Everfi US
In the US, Santander’s collaboration 
with Everfi provides access to a 
‘Financial Scholars’ program – a multi-
week gamified financial education 
program designed to empower 
under-resourced students with the 
knowledge and tools necessary to 
attain personal financial health. 
Annually, the effort reaches up to 
40 schools spanning Santander’s 
footprint reaching over 3,000 
students in the process.

Finanzas para Mortales Spain
Finance for Mortals (FxM) is Banco 
Santander’s financial education 
program. Since 2012, the program 
has aimed to bring economic and 
financial knowledge closer to society 
as a whole, with special emphasis 
on vulnerable groups or those at risk 
of exclusion. In over ten yeas, FxM 
has helped over 276,200 people in 
training sessions, including students, 
older adults, inmates and those with 
disabilities. In 2018, it was awarded as 
the best financial education initiative 
by the CNMV and the Bank of Spain.

Contas a Vista Portugal
This financial education initiative 
targets secondary school students, 
providing essential financial 
knowledge to help them manage 
their finances effectively. In the 
2024/25 academic year, 41 volunteers 
participated in the programme.The 
program has been instrumental in 
reaching students across Portugal, 
ensuring they receive the financial 
education necessary to make 
informed decisions in their future.

Junior Achievement Portugal
Junior Achievement Portugal is a 
long-standing initiative that aims to 
prepare children and young people 
for success in the global economy. 
In the academic year 2024/2025, 83 
Santander employees volunteered 
to participate in Junior Achievement 
Portugal, impacting over 1,167 
students across more than 48 schools 
from the 1st to the 12th grade.
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HOW IS SANTANDER 
SUPPORTING FINANCIAL 
EDUCATION?
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Q: Do you remember having any 
financial education lessons when 
you were at school?
Base: 19,906 online adults 
interviewed in ten countries 
25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain 
and Poland; 18-75 in the US; 18-65 in 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and 
Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the 
mean score across all ten countries 
(not accounting for population size)

Yes

No

Don’t know

Q: Do you remember having any 
financial education lessons when 
you were at school?
Base: 19,906 online adults 
interviewed in ten countries 
25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain 
and Poland; 18-75 in the US; 18-65 in 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and 
Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the 
mean score across all ten countries 
(not accounting for population size)

Yes

No

Don’t know

USA

Chile

Mexico

Poland

UK

Argentina

Uruguay

Brazil

Spain

Portugal

Self-employed

Part-time employees

Full-time employees

Not working

Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Don’t know

Q: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
‘I wish that I could have had financial education when I was at school’.
Base: All adults who do not remember receiving financial education at school, 
16, 198 online adults interviewed in ten countries 25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain and Poland; 18-75 in the US; 18-65 in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the mean score across all ten countries 
(not accounting for population size).
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According to the OECD, 59 economies worldwide are implementing national strategies for 
financial education using their guiding Principles.24 In the markets that we surveyed, five 
have financial education embedded in their curriculum at secondary school level, and two 
at primary school level. The UK Government recently announced they are adding financial 
literacy into the curriculum at primary school level in England and it will be key that this 
is embedded effectively. Indeed, 81% of respondents said they’d not received financial 
education in schools, albeit this was lower in the US (61%) where mandatory financial 
education is state decided. Interestingly, the number of people who do not remember 
having financial education at school was highest among people aged 16-24 (72%) and 
highest among those over 55 (87%). This is despite many young people being captured by 
recent integration of financial education into national curriculums. 

24 �Ibid

But, where there is lack of provision, there is demand. 84 % of those who do not 
remember receiving financial education at school said that they wish that they had 
been taught it, rising to 91% in Brazil, stating that better financial education would 
have helped them manage their money better with the current increases in the cost 
of living across the world. This is particularly high (89%) among those who are self-
employed, and have more responsibility to prepare budgets, navigate the tax system, 
and make decisions about health care and insurance on their own. Struckell et al 
predicts that within the next decade, the number of self-employed workers, now 40% 
of the workforce, is predicted to surpass that of traditional employees so it is vital that 
workers are equipped with the skills to manage a more complex financial landscape.25 

25 Financial literacy and self employment – The moderating effect of gender and race

https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/271680/1-s2.0-S0148296321X00148/1-s2.0-S0148296321007293/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEB4aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQDinitbwwoLWol7B%2BBQS4ui%2FBBPqQob0%2FpMawbPM548WQIhAMTOdidMvZq89DM8t4lUJHkqGFmFx55c0so%2Ba6lVisuZKrMFCHYQBRoMMDU5MDAzNTQ2ODY1Igzzi8a3gly%2FloklmXwqkAVhlFQcjA%2BUvfDSQo8YSK7XyPQ%2BdFuSvETUMbxSTJHpkVYiLVdlYtSNJvmADnCpHfIlmUFThR9RHKyBWtQ%2F5LLqGxZDhVmRVDMpw3qICkuGuskiELvnb8VvaUNbHS85votnBZMAtw1Qo9p9scS7VnQBVkXMphtpBoQB7IXpP5eyuG8salx0k4%2FsE%2FMGwg3v%2BJ97y5BC7P9Z0Zv5MU6fd9yQWEXkLkIz%2FaL%2FkjlRHTAIYJ3Gf167%2FymKUa2rZKXlKwnqtsSpOBSWfW%2BVe0FNEmE8d0R1xSx0B3tRMplwDrLIEecZ3sX2LBy%2FRRduvYc%2F%2FyJRPpAdJFNulD1MJ254O6%2BPbPkmsSGz6J639qK1NkoP2wR7hP2GJFtP9HZcunnlRmHSyAklbeBW3wwe%2BOA4ppEsOhR4LtR0M3bE2ZhWYMYT3a3YMUpADxdtfwwlbMrgshB03KGtUrnqP9OQvoU6LsNzCa6E4%2Bm3Tb2UqYaDRqusTdH2Agu02hF1OaAx%2BF1iA8s4qmZb8okjDmiEmXcymcJxHd9PyGxSoWxzMJnnee5HL0y6sz4F760RX43y%2BzywJJ%2BmC6CTiQXqk3HJQ6R2zc05wpQBSqh9s201glfMTE917QmEUst3F6XGzZl4r2mCKWvxpBFD2Q6jj4pAbsMg15ISQddjZraU%2BmsaVRCKmvHf%2Bt6BcMggHRYd3ZatsqN%2BtQZS1r6g8MAqjcgJ1NGePp3F%2BBUF077mbCDqAexwT9iSMZHTKJEXJcqJeBkJ06L%2FHATb0chU8EJXwpb1PP87dNrlPYPmjHIH3xoCVzIW59xs%2F6iwMXXP1GkDqTRf5qbJzBhd4dw6me2nFQTH4u6fNDpRVn5qxSJ28%2FCNpVIcBg9cfDCf57bFBjqwAWIujCyfZz9gMkuIgtl4W%2BvoA5OSP6aTe3Qv6LwWd4kIjNgLbZrEoCotx8307tUiPhg2NdNDc7eCu9pN27v7MVnNVSLssk393bLwFMpnBHsWbvT6Vad51lBCZwR6DQtGD1Kx%2BUhWSOdsiKTJTxj25uvBtkCLnw9dKJWYeXIljg5b3jp24aVSCGk9siOKLliOOotoFoVuQAHiWl%2BsVQo0qX0Ugj50PPniYQJ5JtTNY5O8&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250826T133032Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTYW25WCPL5%2F20250826%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=0db73a142d29c1d4fec840e24c4ca25f344577896ba16e15ed541ff90981de7f&hash=198db8d8e200f462f8153f58f7696ae48428e0ca7b49ee62ca14894399e9cda0&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S0148296321007293&tid=spdf-08a4ce77-4cfa-4cb8-ae90-2efee48d7988&sid=020632f987df9848121866210c7ecb170407gxrqb&type=client&tsoh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&rh=d3d3LnNjaWV
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Base: All adults who remember receiving financial education at school, 
3,388 online adults interviewed in ten countries 25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain and Poland; 18-75 in the US; 18-65 
in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the mean score across all ten countries 
(not accounting for population size).
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Base: 19,906 online adults interviewed in ten countries 25 April - 21 May 2025.
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The “Group average” represents the mean score across all ten countries (not accounting for population size)

Q: Which, if any, of the following do you think 
are benefits to children being given financial 
education whilst at school?
Base: 19,906 online adults interviewed in ten 
countries 25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain and Poland; 
18-75 in the US; 18-65 in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico and Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the mean 
score across all ten countries (not accounting 
for population size)

USA
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UK

Argentina

Uruguay

Brazil

Spain

Portugal

Yes

No

Don't 
know

67%Building their confidence to be 
able to make financial decisions

61%Enabling them to have the right 
support for key life-moments

2%
There are no benefits to children 

being given financial education 
lessions whilst at school

64%Helping to ensure better economic 
wellbeing for them over their lives

8%Other benefits

51%Motivating children to 
become ‘active citizens’

3%Don’t know
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We asked separately in Spain whether members of the public would be interested in 
taking a free financial education course, and 73% of people said they would, rising to 
86% in 25–34-year-olds. 

Of those who recall receiving financial education at school 83% said it was useful, rising 
to 91% in USA. Like those who remember receiving financial education in school, this 
increases among the older generations with 87% of 45–54-year-olds and 89% of those 
over 55 finding it useful. 

In some countries, financial education was not only seen as an obligation for schools, 
but also a selling point. In Mexico, 86% of people said they were more likely to choose 
a school that offered financial education over similar schools that did not. Globally, this 
figure averaged at 78%, dropping to 67% in the UK and Spain. This again rose to 86% 
among those who were self-employed, demonstrating their awareness of the value 
of financial education when managing their business finances. 

This is unsurprising given that when asked how important is it that a series of subjects were taught in 
schools financial education came second (94%) only to maths (96%), beating traditional subjects such as 
history, geography and science. It is striking that financial education is viewed as more important than 
many areas of the curriculum that are taught without question and demonstrates a clear understanding 
of the holistic benefits of support children to be more financially literate. 

To understand why people 
think children should receive 
financial education above other 
core subjects, we asked what 
respondents thought the key 
benefits of the subject awere:

•	 �67% building their confidence 
to be able to make financial 
decisions

•	 �64% helping to ensure better 
economic wellbeing for them 
over their lives

•	 �61% enabling them to have 
the right support for key life 
moments

•	 �51% motivating children to 
become “active citizens” 
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Q: If you had to choose, which option is closest to what you think is the 
best way financial education should be taught in schools?
Base: 19,906 online adults interviewed in ten countries 25 April - 21 May 2025.
Age ranges are 16-75 in UK, Spain and Poland; 18-75 in the US; 18-65 in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Portugal; 18-55 in Uruguay.
The “Group average” represents the mean score across all ten countries 
(not accounting for population size).
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There were a variety of views on how financial education should be taught. We asked 
respondents whether this teaching should be standalone (in lessons that are exclusively 
about financial education) or integrated into subjects such as maths and numeracy. 
Marginally, there was more support for an integrated approach (54%) than a new space 
carved out in curriculums (41%). 

Case study 
Finland

Finland has some of the world’s highest 
rates of financial literacy for both adults 
and children. The country ranked second 
in both the OECD’s 2016 Survey of Adult 
Financial Literacy Competencies and in the 
OECD’s 2018 financial literacy PISA survey 
(which measured 15-year-old students’ 
understanding about money matters). 

Financial education has long been included 
in the Finnish curriculum. What stands out 
in Finland is the cross-curricular, or ‘whole 
school’ approach to financial education, 
where into a number of school subjects. 
Delivering financial education in this way 
has delivered positive results because 
financial literacy naturally touches upon 
several subjects. 

The active involvement of a number of 
non-governmental organisations in the 
provision of financial education in schools 
is another reason for Finland’s high rates 
of financial literacy. Finance Finland, an 
organisation representing the Finnish 
financial services industry, supplies 
comprehensive schools with learning 
materials they can use in the teaching of 
personal finances and has sponsored free 
insurance-themed workshops since 2019. 
The Bank of Finland also plays a key role 
in developing Finns’ levels of financial 
capability. It prepared a national strategy 
to promote financial literacy that was 
implemented in 2022 and established 
a financial literacy hub at the Bank of 
Finland Museum in the same year.

How does an integrated 
approach work?




